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Visit the Frontier’s 
New Website
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the Frontier by 
mail, read the 
current issue, 
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the archives, leave 

a comment, or 
donate!

Mission Statement

 The Florida Frontier was founded on August 27, 

2006, by a group of University of Florida students who aim to 

represent the ideals and beliefs of American conservatism both to 

the student body of UF and residents of the Gainesville area.

 We exist to provide the student body with a just 

representation of issues and ideas that are indispensable to a 

robust higher education.  We strive to promote the true principles 

of individual liberty and personal responsibility; these motivate 

and compel us to educate and promote change in the current 

political thought. In order to achieve these goals we shall:

Educate and Motivate: 1) We will be fair and honest 

in everything that we print. We will present stories 

that are topical and important for our readers from 

both the campus and community, and reveal the 

failure of the established press.

Express2)  and Promote: We will provide an avenue 

for greater diversity of expression on campus. The 

Florida Frontier will offer an alternative forum 

to address major problems and issues on and off 

campus that have not received proper attention 

from other publications.

Commit to Excellence3) : We will work at the highest 

standards of journalistic accuracy and integrity. 

We will maintain a constant state of intellectual 

honesty that will be evident in each edition that we 

print. 

The Florida Frontier
PO Box 15181

Gainesville 32604-5181

Ready to Fight the Good Fight?
Now accepting writers, graphic designers, and 
any who wish to work in advertising, business 

management, and distribution.
Contact thefloridafrontier@gmail.com
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Jaclyn Janero

     Reverend Jeremiah Wright is a former pastor of the Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago, Illinois. In 
his sermons he had a knack for making offensive statements, which were widely publicized by the media when 
a connection to Barack Obama and Reverend Wright was made.

     The following are actual statements from Reverend Wright’s sermons.

�³�:�K�H�Q���>�2�E�D�P�D�¶�V�@���H�Q�H�P�L�H�V���¿�Q�G���R�X�W���W�K�D�W���L�Q�������������,���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���x�� Tripoli to visit �0�X�D�P�P�D�U���D�O���*�D�G�G�D�¿ with 
Farrakhan, a lot of his Jewish support will dry up quicker than a snowball in hell.” 

“We bombed �x�� Hiroshima, we bombed Nagasaki, and we nuked far more than the thousands in New York 
and the Pentagon, and we never batted an eye... and now we are indignant, because the stuff we have 
done overseas is now brought back into our own front yards. America’s chickens are coming home to 
roost.”

“When it came to treating her citizens of African descent fairly, America failed. She put them in chains, �x��
�W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���S�X�W���W�K�H�P���R�Q���V�O�D�Y�H���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�����S�X�W���W�K�H�P���R�Q���D�X�F�W�L�R�Q���E�O�R�F�N�V�����S�X�W���W�K�H�P���L�Q���F�R�W�W�R�Q���¿�H�O�G�����S�X�W��
�W�K�H�P���L�Q���L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����S�X�W���W�K�H�P���L�Q���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J�����S�X�W���W�K�H�P���L�Q���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�V�����S�X�W���W�K�H�P��
in the lowest paying jobs, put them outside the equal protection of 
the law, kept them out of their racist bastions of higher education and 
locked them into positions of hopelessness and helplessness.”

“The government gives them drugs, built bigger prisons, passes a three �x��
strike law, and then wants us to sing God bless America. No, no, no, not 
God bless America, God damn America, that’s in the Bible, for killing 
innocent people. God damn America for treating her citizens as less 
than human. God damn America, as long as she pretends to act like she 
is God, and she is supreme. The United States government has failed 
the vast majority of her citizens of African descent.”

“The government lied about inventing the HIV virus as a means of �x��
genocide against people of color. Governments lie. The government 
lied about a connection between Al Qaeda and Saddam Hussein 
�D�Q�G���D���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������������D�Q�G���2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���,�U�D�T�L���)�U�H�H�G�R�P����
Governments lie.”

The Pastor Disaster

Rev. Wright Mad Lib!
Try your hand at making your own offensive, racist, an d biggoted sermons,

 just like Rev. Wright!

The government ________ed [verb] about __________ [h istorical event]. 
They are truly to blame. They ________ed [verb] the _ _________ [race/eth-
nicity]; ________ed [verb] the ________ [race/ethnic ity]; and ___________
ed the __________ [race/ethnicity]. God damn _________ _ [country that 
�H�[�L�V�W�V���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���\�R�X�U���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���¿�O�O���L�Q���W�K�L�V���0�D�G���/�L�E�@��
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Change Campaigns
Nicolas Fitzpatrick

Obama’s campaign, 
and its historical 
counterparts.
     Barack Obama has 
fashioned himself as the 
newcomer in the 2008 
presidential election. Gone, he 
says, are the days of partisan 
bickering and racial politics. 
To himself and his followers, 
Mr. Obama is a veritable 
political Messiah. The Messiah 
will bring about a new era in 
American politics and change 
the way America works. 
His platform is loosely held 
together by his inspirational 
planks of hope and change. 
Yet, for all the media attention 
that his hope and change 
message has brought about, 
very little light has been shown 
on what change we can expect, 
or what it really means. 
     The appearance of the 
“change agent” in presidential 
elections has, well, not 
changed. In nearly every 
election since 1952, one 
candidate has billed himself 

as the man that will bring 
about change. Presidential 
candidates from both parties 
have donned the change 
slogan. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
did. So did Walter Mondale. 
Jimmy Carter told America to 
elect “A Leader, for a change.” 
Contemporary politicians have 
been no different. In 1992 
Bill Clinton used the slogan 
“It’s time to change America.” 
However, the most compelling 
comparison is Obama’s change 
oratory with that of Robert 
Kennedy. It is also the most 
frightening.
     The comparison of Obama 
to Robert Kennedy is done for 
many reasons. Both are young 
and appeal to voters. Both give 
inspirational speeches, but the 
most troubling comparison 
is their big government 
entitlement policies. During 
a campaign speech, Kennedy 
was asked “And who’s going 
to pay for all this, senator?” 
He replied, “You are.” Barack 
Obama hasn’t gone that 
far, but it’s not a secret that 
he means it. His campaign 

website is chock full of great 
programs. Are those high 
mortgage payments getting 
to you? Obama wants to give 
a $500 credit to 10 million 
families. That’s $500,000,000 
for mortgages alone! Talk 
about buying votes. We won’t 
even get into his healthcare 
program, or his desire to cap 
our of control pork barrel 
spending at the astronomical 
2001 level. Someone more 
cynical than I might interject 
that his plans are not new, 
but recycled failed policies of 
Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great 
Society. 
     Mr. Obama, however, 
does not have any grandiose 
plans for Social Security. By 
the year 2017, which is the 
year the next president will 
�O�H�D�Y�H���R�I�¿�F�H���L�I���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���W�Z�R��
terms, Social Security payouts 
will have exceeded income! 
Under Social Security, his 
website lists good ideas like 
eliminating taxes for seniors 
making under $50,000 to more 
failed policies of the past like 
creating automatic workplace 

pension funds. 
     The Florida Frontier has 
endorsed John McCain for 
President. While he may not 
be perfect, he is not fooling 
the American people with 
unattainable entitlements.  It 
is clear that Barack Obama 
lives in the past. He has 
taken a previously successful 
campaign strategy and made 
it his own. He has also made 
failed policies his own and 
billed them as change. I am 
�D�E�O�H���W�R���V�D�\���Z�L�W�K���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H��
that Mr. Obama is not lying 
to us. He will bring about 
change, just not with a good 
approach. He will ignore 
the proof that a free market 
works best, and an American 
works best when left alone. 
I am not afraid of change; in 
fact I advocate change. Let’s 
change the notion that the 
public sector works better than 
the private. Let’s change the 
way we protect our unborn. 
And let’s change the way we 
view ourselves, and strive for 
unabridged prosperity. To that, 
I say: Yes We Can!
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The Characteristics of a Divider
A look at Obama’s 
voting record and 
associations, and 
how they only serve 
to discredit his 
campaign of ‘unity’.

John Daly

     Over 
the last few 
decades, 
the political 
partisanship 
in 
Washington 
has exploded 
�L�Q�W�R���D���¿�H�U�F�H��
two party 
battle for 
power. 
With many 
Americans 
falling into 
the moderate 
category, 
the idea of 
a candidate 
who would 
“unite” the 
Country 
is very 
appealing.  
In the 2008 
election, 
Barack 
Obama has taken the bold 
stance to be that candidate 
who will stand for change and 
“unite” the Country.  However, 
does Obama really hold the 
background and credentials to 
unite? No. 
     In the last month, the 
Country has come to know 
Obama’s beloved pastor 
Jeremiah Wright.  In recent 
sound clips of Wright’s 
speeches, he referred to 
America as the “U.S. KKK 
of A” and commented about 
how America was deserving 

of the 9/11 attacks.  Despite 
his attendance for 20 years in 
Wright’s church and Wright’s 
participation in Obama’s 
wedding and his children’s 
baptisms, Obama claims he 
was never aware of these 
hateful remarks. However, 
Obama’s book, “The Audacity 
of Hope,” shares the same 
name as one of Wright’s 

hateful speeches.  To make 
the outrageous claims of 
never hearing any of Wright’s 
remarks is insulting to the 
intelligence of the average 
American and will only further 
divide this nation. 
     Apart from his controversial 
relationship with Wright, 
Obama’s voting record is 
based on extreme partisanship.  
According to National 
Journal’s 27th annual vote 
ratings, Barack Obama was 
listed as the most liberal 
senator in 2007. In some 

of his more liberal votes, 
Senator Obama opposed 
any restrictions on late 
term abortion, opposed the 
USAPATRIOT Act, and 
voting against drilling in 
ANWR.  Therefore, we can 
conclude that the “Uniter” 
supports murder, doesn’t 
believe in taking the necessary 
precautions to protect our 

country, and halts our country’s 
growth by opposing efforts to 
acquire oil.  These are stances 
more often taken by liberals, 
not a possible moderate who 
can actually unite our country.  
     The idea of a “Uniter” in 
our country is a very enticing 
idea.  To many Americans, 
Obama sounds like a great 
idea.  People believe that 
everything would be alright 
if Obama goes and chats with 
our enemies. People believe 
that Obama will hold hands 

�Z�L�W�K���0�D�K�P�Ì�G���$�K�P�D�G�L�Q�H�M�—�G����
the president of Iran, and help 
him denounce his comments 
about wiping Israel off the 
face of the earth. Along with 
that, maybe Obama will send 
another Michael Jordan signed 
basketball to Kim Jong Il in 
North Korea like the Clinton 
administration did. By electing 
Barack Obama, world peace 

will be 
obtainable.  
Despite the 
sarcasm, 
those 
sentences 
were hard 
for me to 
write. 
    The 
problem 
with the 
American 
people 
and media 
is that 
they are 
viewing 
Barack 
Obama 
as a piece 
of clay.  
Basically, 
they are 
able to 
mold 
him into 

whatever they want him to 
be.  Despite his young age, 
Barack Obama has a very 
scary voting record and his 
relationship with Jeremiah 
Wright is alarming.  When he 
is faced up against McCain, 
his true policy will have to 
surface and the Country will 
realize his agenda.  Barack 
Obama will undoubtedly be the 
biggest divider in this Nation’s 
history.  With the help of many 
moderates, the Republicans 
can overcome this scary threat 
and defeat the divider, Barack 
Obama.   
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“The New Robber Barons”
The hypocrisy and 

destructive power of 
�G�H�¿�F�L�W���V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��

central economic 
�S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J��

Matt Mitchell

�7�K�H���8���6�����'�H�À�F�L�W����

     Debt is the slavery of the 
free.

--Publilius Syrus

     Nothing could illustrate 
the bizarre and inexcusably 
cruel nature of our current 
economic state, and the system 
that created it, than Congress 
and the Federal Reserve’s 
response to the mortgage 
lending crisis. This month, tens 
of thousands more Americans 
�Z�L�O�O���¿�Q�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
a home due to their failure 
to keep up with their interest 
payments. Meanwhile, the 
banks and credit lenders, 
who irresponsibly sold these 
people loans they could never 
�S�D�\���E�D�F�N�����Z�L�O�O���E�H���¿�U�V�W���L�Q���O�L�Q�H��
to receive bailouts from the 
Federal Reserve. Bear Stearns, 
whose stocks dropped from 
over $170 per share to less 
than $2 per share, earned a $30 
billion recovery loan from the 
Fed, while working Americans 
�V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���W�R���¿�Q�G���D�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V����
�¿�J�K�W���U�H�S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�H�D�U�F�K��
for reasons to live in spite of 
their newfound homelessness.

     The populists will point 
to these bailouts as proof 
of the free market harming 
working Americans and a 
demonstration that more 
government regulation of 
business is necessary to 
prevent another economic 
crisis from devastating the 
working and middle class. 
However, such hysterics 
always tend to neglect the 
root cause of “bubbles” in 
economic markets in favor 
of scapegoating various 
businesses that are not held in 
high esteem among American 
voters, such as the petroleum 
industry, banks and health 
insurance providers. This 
comfort in attacking symptoms 
rather than root causes merely 
accelerates our departure from 
sensible economic policy and 
sends us further down the road 
of destructive central planning. 
�����������7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�H�S���W�R���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J��
this cycle of economic 
mismanagement and ethically 
challenged business practices 
is to put an end to the quasi-
fascist dependency American 
corporations and banks place 
in our government and in the 
Fed. Washington has allowed 
businesses to manipulate our 
money supply, prohibit free 
entry into new markets and 
�P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H���S�U�R�¿�W���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
while eliminating risk for 
themselves. No one will 

dispute the fact that centralized 
�S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���L�V���Q�R�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V��
for whom such planning is 
designed; our economy has 
grown a good deal since the 
birth of the Fed, the end of 
hard money and the free trade 
agreement craze. But the 
consequences for that planning 
have an equally indisputable 
impact on working Americans 
as income inequality soars, real 
wages stagnate below the real 
�U�D�W�H���R�I���L�Q�À�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
for upward social mobility 
diminishes. And thus, today 
�Z�H���¿�Q�G���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���V�X�E�M�H�F�W�V��
of a national government 
enslaved to its own debts; 
today our government owes 
over $9 trillion dollars in debt 
�W�R���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���O�H�Q�G�H�U�V�����R�U���M�X�V�W���R�Y�H�U��
$30,000 for every man, woman 
and child in America. Combine 
this with over $45 trillion 
in unpaid commitments to 
Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid. Within forty years, 
100 percent of all government 
revenues will be dedicated 
�W�R���S�D�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V��
along with interest payments 
on the national debt. 
     For the good of our 
future and the welfare of 
ourselves and our children, 
we must start now to change 
the way Washington spends 
and manages our money. 
Eliminating debt and stopping 
�G�H�¿�F�L�W���V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�X�V�W���E�H�F�R�P�H��

a top priority for Congress 
before it runs out of money 
to pay for anything other than 
entitlements. This means 
aggressive reforming of not 
only how Social Security 
is funded but how funding 
is given out. It also means 
allowing opt-out programs for 
Social Security and Medicare 
recipients, such as health 
savings accounts. It also 
requires the Congress to force 
better oversight of the Treasury 
Department and the Fed when 
they work to manipulate the 
money supply and put an 
end to selective bailouts for 
incompetent businesses. 
     For far too long our 
federal government has made 
it its business to serve as a 
charity ward for down on 
their luck corporations. In the 
process, it has mortgaged our 
future almost to its breaking 
point, not unlike the same 
lenders whose irresponsible 
business practices are 
now being rewarded with 
government checks. It’s time 
for Washington to perform a 
charitable act for the American 
people for once and get its own 
house in order before it makes 
this recession any worse than it 
already has.

“In the time taken to write this article, the 
federal government spent $145,889,983.”
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Love it or Hate it?
“The Good Recession”

Ryan Pahota

�$���I�H�G�H�U�D�O���G�H�¿�F�L�W���F�D�Q��
�E�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���D��

�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R���K�D�Y�H�����D�Q�G��
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�����F�D�Q���E�U�L�Q�J��

�G�R�Z�Q���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
GDP.

�)�L�J�X�U�H����

     In macroeconomics, a 
�U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���D�V���D��
decline in a nation’s Gross 
Domestic Product, or negative 
real economic growth, for two 
or more successive quarters of 
the year.  Because the United 
States compiles more than 
�R�Q�H���¿�I�W�K���W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\����
the overshadowing recession 
�F�O�R�X�G���Z�R�X�O�G���E�U�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H��
�J�O�R�E�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����,�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
Stock Market prices go down, 
the rest of the world follows 
�V�X�L�W�������$�O�V�R�����L�I���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q��
�F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���³�F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�W�´��
in their currency, they will not 
demand imports from foreign 
countries, another strain on 
�W�K�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�������7�K�R�V�H��
statements give recession 
a negative connotation, 
notwithstanding the fact that 
there is a silver lining in the 
cloud of recession.  
     Recession is part of a 
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���F�\�F�O�H���D�V���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q��
�¿�J�X�U�H������
�����������$�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
�V�X�U�P�R�X�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���³�S�H�D�N�´���R�I���W�K�H��
�Z�D�Y�H�O�H�Q�J�W�K���W�K�D�W���L�V���R�X�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��
cycle, we head toward the 
trough as any wave occurs in 
�Q�D�W�X�U�H�������7�K�L�V���D�O�V�R���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W��
�W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�����D�Q��
expansion of economy, after 
�W�K�H���W�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�R�O�V�W�H�U���W�K�H��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\�����0�X�F�K���O�L�N�H��
�D���U�X�Q�Q�H�U���W�D�N�H�V���D���E�U�H�D�N���W�R���F�D�W�F�K��

�K�L�V���E�U�H�D�W�K���E�H�I�R�U�H���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���X�S��
the side of a hill, a recession 
is a slowdown (not a complete 
destruction) of the economy 
in preparation for another 
expansion. 
�����������$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���0�H�O�L�V�V�D��
Change, a writer for the 
�,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���E�O�R�J�����W�K�H�U�H��
�D�U�H���¿�Y�H���P�D�M�R�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���Z�K�\��
recession is a good thing:
�����������������$���U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V��
�I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V���W�R���E�H���I�U�X�J�D�O�� 
     2. Recessions force 
entrepreneurs to take another 
close look at their ideas. 
     3. Recessions lead to 
committed startup teams.  
     4. Startups get a head start.  
     5. Recessions toughen up 
companies.
�����������7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�Z�R���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���F�D�Q��
�E�H���J�U�R�X�S�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����W�K�D�W��
is, that recession weeds out 
�W�K�H���Z�H�D�N���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H��
�Q�R�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�O���W�R���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�������,�W��
�D�O�V�R���P�D�N�H�V���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G��
�H�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V���W�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W��
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���R�U��
�K�R�Z���D���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���U�X�Q����
making them more 
�¿�V�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�Y�H��
with their capital.  
�7�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���D�Q�G���I�R�X�U�W�K��
reasons also are 
grouped together.  
Businesses that want 
to survive through the 
recession must create 
startup teams that are 
experienced enough 
�D�Q�G���¿�V�F�D�O�O�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H��
to get a company 
enacting on issues now 
so that the corporation 
�Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D��
market position when 
�W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W���V�W�D�U�W�V���E�D�F�N��
into a recovery.  With 

�W�K�H���F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
�I�R�X�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���¿�I�W�K���U�H�D�V�R�Q��
�L�V���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�H�G�����$���W�U�L�D�O���E�\���¿�U�H��
for a corporation responds to 
the adage “what doesn’t kill 
�\�R�X���R�Q�O�\���P�D�N�H�V���\�R�X���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���´����
�7�K�H���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H��
�W�K�H���U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Z�H�O�O��
ahead of the newcomers or the 
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���G�L�G���Q�R�W���V�W�D�U�W���X�S��
or plan early.
�����������,�I���Q�R�W���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\�����D��
�U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���\�R�X��
�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���8�6�$��
�7�R�G�D�\ and Christopher Ruhm, 
�D���U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���P�L�J�K�W���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���E�H��
�³�K�H�D�O�W�K�\�´���I�R�U���\�R�X�����5�X�K�P�¶�V��
article on NBER (National 
Bureau of Economic Research) 
entitled “Healthy Living in 
�+�D�U�G���7�L�P�H�V�´���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���W�K�D�W��
�³�Z�K�H�Q���M�R�E�V���D�U�H���V�F�D�U�F�H�����E�R�W�K��
unemployed workers and 
�W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H�L�U���M�R�E�V�����E�X�W��
perhaps with less work to do) 
�E�H�K�D�Y�H���L�Q���D���K�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�U���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���´��
�7�K�L�V���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���Z�K�H�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H��
are scrounging around for 
money, they won’t eat out as 
much, or eat unhealthy food. 

�$�O�V�R���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�R��
�E�H���V�L�F�N���D�Q�G���P�L�V�V���Z�R�U�N�����D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����W�K�H�L�U���M�R�E�����W�K�X�V���W�K�H�\��
�Z�L�O�O���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���G�R�F�W�R�U�¶�V���R�I�¿�F�H��
more. Ruhm’s data shows 
small changes of people’s 
�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D���U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q����
conveying that an increase 
�R�I�������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���X�Q�H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W��
�U�D�W�H���U�H�G�X�F�H�V���V�P�R�N�L�Q�J���E�\������
�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�����R�E�H�V�L�W�\���E�\�������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W��
�D�Q�G���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���L�Q�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���E�\��
���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���²���D�O�O���O�L�Q�N�H�G���W�R��
�W�K�H���¿�V�F�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
individuality that people must 
endure during a recession. 
�����������7�K�X�V�����D���U�H�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�R�W��
�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���D���E�D�G���W�K�L�Q�J�������,�W��
makes us more money-
wise and enhances our 
�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�L�V�P���E�\���I�R�U�F�L�Q�J���X�V��
to relying on ourselves (not 
�W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����W�R���K�H�O�S�����$��
recession also eliminates weak 
�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V���I�R�U��
�D���K�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�U���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����/�L�N�H��
the phoenix rising from the 
�D�V�K�H�V�����W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\��
and populace will soar again 
toward the peak of expansion.
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Chair of the National Gover-
nors Association and Co-Chair 
of the McCain for President 
Campaign.

     As a VP candidate, Pawlen-
ty offers McCain strength in 
particular on the economic 
front due to his experience 
in balancing the budget- and 
doing so by not raising taxes, 
an argument McCain must 
make along with cutting pork 
barrel legislation. He is a 
proven leader- his executive 
experience as Governor and 
experience as the head of the 
National Governors Associa-
tion will be handy to combine 
with McCain’s many years of 
legislative experience to com-
bat either Hillary’s claim of 
‘experience’ or Obama’s lack 
thereof. And a few other points 
to mention: Pawlenty cracked 
down on illegal immigrants, 
helping McCain make a case to 
his opponents of the McCain-
�.�H�Q�Q�H�G�\���À�R�S���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G�V��
a conservative megachurch- a 
sign of getting values voters on 
board.

Mark Sanford Age 47, Gover-
nor (R-SC) 

     
When elected in the whirlwind 
of the Republican Revolution 

America depends on it.

Tim Pawlenty Age 47, Gover-
nor (R-MN) 

     
Governor Pawlenty’s politi-
cal career began as an Eagan 
City Councilmember, but his 
political career began to really 
ascend while serving in the 
Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives for ten years, where 
he was the Majority Leader 
for four years and in 2002, he 
successfully ran for the gover-
norship in Minnesota and was 
subsequently reelected in 2006.

     As Governor, Tim Pawlenty 
inherited a 4.5 billion dollar 
�G�H�¿�F�L�W���D�Q�G���D�V���K�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G��
�L�Q���K�L�V���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�����W�K�D�W���G�H�¿�F�L�W��
was turned into a surplus by 
not raising taxes. Governor 
Pawlenty has also engaged 
strongly in education reform 
with better teacher pay and 
student standards, increased 
ethanol production to decrease 
foreign dependency on oil, 
welfare reform, health care 
reform by allowing a zero 
percent premium increase in 
the state insurance program 
and allowing the purchase of 
cheap prescription drugs from 
Canada and the U.K., and vari-
ous initiatives to make govern-
�P�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�N���P�R�U�H���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\����
Governor Pawlenty is also the 

A look at a few 
prominent choices 
for John McCain’s 
Vice-Presidential 

candidate.

Frank Colosi 
and Jeff Ivey

Picking the Right

     While the Democrats 
continue to bicker amongst 
themselves between a liar and 
a racist, the Republicans are 
showing the nation which party 
has their priorities in order. 
As John McCain continues to 
win Americans over he will 
�V�R�R�Q���E�H���I�D�F�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W��
decision, who to select as his 
running mate.  The choice of 
�9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���L�V���D���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W��
one for any candidate; the 
person McCain chooses 
will help shape and direct 
his campaign to be the 44th 
President. Some will say that 
the Vice Presidential candidate 
play little role in the process 
because Americans are more 
focused on the main candidate, 
others believe that it is the 
Vice President’s job to tie up 
loose ends and bring in votes 
from issues the main candidate 
does not have a strong record. 
We at the Frontier agree with 
the latter description and 
have made our own short list 
of possible candidates for 
McCain to pick from.
     During our search we 
looked for candidates who 
had strong, proven records on 
the issues conservative voters 
disagree with McCain on. 
Issues such as the economy, 
social issues and immigration 
policy top the list. So without 
further ado here is the short list 
of Vice Presidential candidates; 
choose wisely John- the fate of 

in 1994, Mark Sanford vowed 
to represent the people in the 
1st District- and indeed he did. 
He voted time and time again 
to lower taxes and even kept 
his word to oppose pork bar-
rel projects by voting against 
pork barrel projects in his 
own district. To highlight his 
honors, he was voted #1 in 
the Congress by the Citizens 
Against Government Waste for 
his noble efforts by eliminat-
ing wasteful spending as well 
as garnering a 92% life-long 
conservative ranking by the 
American Conservative Union.

     After pledging to run for 
three terms, Governor San-
ford honored his pledge and 
in 2000, ran successfully for 
Governor of South Carolina 
and during his time in the 
Governorship, Gov. Sanford 
has closed the gap of a 1 bil-
�O�L�R�Q���G�R�O�O�D�U���G�H�¿�F�L�W���W�R���D���V�X�U�S�O�X�V��
and at the same time, cut taxes 
drastically, engaged in tort 
reform, making government 
more transparent- especially 
by opening meetings to the 
public, and gave parents more 
options in educating their own 
children. 

     Governor Sanford can ap-
peal directly to the small but 
�Y�R�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\���J�H�Q�H�U-
ous, as evidenced by the mon-
etary success of the Ron Paul 
campaign) libertarian wing 
of the Republican Party. With 
small-government conserva-
tives threatening to side with 
Bob Barr’s Libertarian cama-
paign or even the Constitution 
Party, Sanford could poten-
�W�L�D�O�O�\���F�R�D�[���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���¿�F�N�O�H��
voters into McCain’s column.

     He also has economic cred-
ibility- seen by both balancing 
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Vice President
a budget and denying pork 
barrel spending to his own 
district. Both accomplishments 
will complement Senator Mc-
Cain’s economic vision in the 
fall and give his message and 
gives Senator McCain’s argu-
ment more credibility. And his 
�W�U�X�W�K�I�X�O���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�O�V�R���¿�W�V���L�Q���Z�L�W�K��
the theme of the “Straight Talk 
Express.”

Kay Bailey Hutchison, 64, 
Senator (R-TX)

     Having been named to such 
lists as “The 30 most powerful 
women in America” by Ladies 
Home Journal, and “8 in ‘08” 
by TheWhiteHouseProject.
org Kay Bailey Hutchison is 
a high ranking Republican 
Senator with a proven record. 
After winning her seat in the 
Senate in 1993 she has served 
the people of Texas well. Her 
voting record is one that will 
speak for itself, the National 
Journal agrees ranking her 
highly on the Economy, Social 
Issues, and Foreign Policy. 
     While serving she has 
voted to enact all abortion 
restrictions presented and 
provide for mandatory parental 
�Q�R�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�Q���D���P�L�Q�R�U��
is involved. She currently 
serves on the Committee of 
Appropriations helping to 

structure the budget.
     As a strong, solid 
conservative Hutchison could 
help draw the far right back 
to McCain’s corner. If Clinton 
does win the nomination 
the argument to vote for a 
woman would be negated. 
Although she is more than 
�T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��
ABC’s This Week when asked 
about the position she said “I 
think that Sen. McCain has a 
lot of options, I think he has 
to look at a lot of different 
factors. I don’t want to be vice 
president.” 

Mike Pence Age 48, Represen-
tative of the 6th District (R-IN) 

     
During his time in the House, 
Mike Pence has fought tire-
lessly for tax relief, especially 
or voting for both of Bush’s 
tax cuts, supporting the War 
in Iraq, opposing Senator Mc-
Cain’s immigration plan and 
instead, supported closing the 
�E�R�U�G�H�U�V���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�G���L�Q���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U����
having a guest worker pro-
gram. Representative Pence 
has also served extensively in 
foreign affairs, touring many of 
the areas of American strategic 
interest, including Iraq, Israel, 
Egypt, Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Turkey. Congressman 
Pence is also the ranking mem-
ber of the Subcommittee on 

Middle East and South Asia 
of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee.

     A strength that Representa-
tive Pence brings to the table 
is immigration- he was critical 
of John McCain’s original plan 
and if he is chosen, it proves 
that Senator McCain truly has 
changed his mind on the is-
�V�X�H���W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U���¿�U�V�W��
and gives his argument more 
strength to angry conserva-
tives. He is also particularly 
enticing to values voters be-
cause of his personal priorities, 
listed by this quote: “(I am) a 
Christian, a conservative and a 
Republican, in that order.” His 
charisma, honed by years on 
the radio, will have the unique 
ability to energize the many 
lethargic GOP voters that are 
going to be needed to win in 
the fall. And one cannot ignore 
his 100% rating for lifelong 
support for conservative values 
by the American Conservative 
Union.

Piyush ‘Bobby’ Jindal, 36, 
Governor (R-LA)

     

While he has just recently 
�Z�R�Q���K�L�V���R�I�¿�F�H���D�V���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U��
of Louisiana this young 
star of the Republican Party 
makes a strong case to be 

the candidate. Before taking 
�R�I�¿�F�H���D�V���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���K�H���V�H�U�Y�H�G��
Louisiana’s 1st district in 
Congress laying down a 
strong conservative record 
after being elected n 2005. In 
Congress he served as only 
the second Indian-American 
Representative and now 
�V�H�U�Y�H�V���D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Q�R�Q���Z�K�L�W�H��
Governor in Louisiana since 
Reconstruction after the Civil 
War.
     Jindal will bring with him 
a strong conservative, and 
well-documented, record. 
He has been quoted as being 
“100% against abortions, no 
exceptions”. In Congress he 
�K�H�O�S�H�G���S�X�V�K���I�R�U���D���E�D�Q���R�Q���À�D�J��
burning, and voted for the Real 
ID Act of 2005. He receives 
high rankings from almost all 
conservative groups including 
an “A” ranking from the Gun 
Owners of America. In 1996 
he was appointed to Secretary 
of the Louisiana Department 
of Health and Hospitals, a 
department that represented 
about 40% of the budget. 
Jindal had inherited a bankrupt 
Medicaid program and a $400 
�P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���G�H�¿�F�L�W�����Z�K�H�Q���K�H���O�H�I�W��
there was a $220 surplus. 
     On top of these candidates 
we have previously mentioned, 
here is a short list of other 
candidates speculated to 
take the VP spot: Fmr. Gov. 
Mitt Romney (R-MA), Gov. 
Charlie Crist (R-FL), former 
OMB Director Rob Portman 
(R-OH), Gov. Haley Barbour 
(R-MS), Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice (R-CA), 
Sen. Joe Lieberman (I-CT), 
Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC), Fmr. 
Sen. Fred Thompson (R-TN), 
and Fmr. Gov. and Homeland 
Security Director Tom Ridge 
(R-PA).
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 A couple weeks 
ago, Florida Frontier co-
writers and I decided to hold 
a counter-protest against the 
usual Iraq War protestors at 
the Turlington Plaza on the 
University of Florida campus. 
Our sign said we supported our 
troops and we were winning 
the war. To my dismay, we 
were outnumbered about 
10-1 and were faced with a 
strong liberal opposition. With 
�V�S�L�W���D�Q�G���R�E�V�F�H�Q�L�W�L�H�V���À�\�L�Q�J����
I couldn’t help but wonder: 
Why aren’t more Americans 
supporting America? 
 To many a 
disappointed liberal, the 
military surge has improved 
security, American casualties 
are down 71 percent since 
May and Al Qaeda in Iraq has 
become severely damaged. 
Attacks in Baghdad have fallen 
80 percent in the past twelve 
months and deaths among Iraqi 
military forces and civilians 
have dropped by more than 
two-thirds. 
 Yet the media 
repeatedly show us images 
of exploding buildings and 
carnage without context. 
They have no interest in 
showing the upside of the 
Iraq War and what the U.S. 
has accomplished since its 
occupation. 
 Analysts at the Media 
Research Center have studied 
TV news coverage of the Iraq 
�:�D�U���I�U�R�P���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���E�R�P�E�V��
fell on Baghdad in March 
2003. The record shows the 
networks have trumpeted bad 
news — setbacks for the U.S. 

Jessica Chasmar

The liberal press and 
its loyal followers: 
untold destruction.

Divided We Fall
coalition and allegations of 
misdeeds by American troops 
— while minimizing good 
news such as the success of the 
2007 troop surge and acts of 
heroism by U.S. soldiers.
 Our liberal attackers 
on Turlington Plaza argued 
we’re not winning the war in 
Iraq and we haven’t made any 
progress. 
 This assumption is 
clearly delusional. Operation 
Iraqi Freedom Coalition Forces 
have successfully liberated 
25 million Iraqis from the 
brutal dictatorship of Saddam 
Hussein. In three years, Iraq 
has gone from enduring a 
tyrannical regime to electing 
a provisional government to 
ratifying a new constitution 
written by Iraqis to electing 
a permanent government. In 
each of these elections, the 
number of voters participating 
�K�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
— from 8.5 million in the 
January 2005 election to nearly 
12 million in the December 
�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���²���L�Q���G�H�¿�D�Q�F�H���R�I��
terrorists’ threats and attacks.
 If we retreat now, 
there is every reason to believe 
�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W�V���Z�L�O�O���¿�O�O���W�K�H���Y�D�F�X�X�P����
Turning our backs on postwar 
Iraq today would be the 
modern equivalent of handing 
postwar Germany back to the 
Nazis.
 According to 
Congressman Jack Kingston, 
extremists in the Democratic 
Party have embraced a 
new strategy for the war on 
terrorism: Lose, leave and 
wait. They want us to dishonor 
�W�K�H���V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�H�V���R�I���R�X�U���V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V����
They want us to cut and run, 
and signal to the world that the 
United States no longer stands 
for freedom, democracy and 
the defense of human rights in 

the face of terrorism. 
 When did Anti-
Americanism become the new 
Americanism?
 In Bernard Goldberg’s 
Bias, he reports that a 1996 
Freedom Forum and Roper 
Center survey of Washington 
media found that 61 percent 
of journalists characterized 
themselves as “liberal,” 
compared to 9 percent that said 
they were “conservative.”
 In the 2003 American 
Freshman Survey conducted 
annually by UCLA, 28 percent 
of college freshmen nationwide 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�V���O�L�E�H�U�D�O��
or far left while 21 percent 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�V��
conservative or far right. The 
year before, 30 percent had 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�V���O�L�E�H�U�D�O��
or far left, the most since 1975.
 But the public is NOT 
overwhelmingly liberal like 
the media or college students. 
A 2006 Gallup poll showed 
that 54 percent of Americans 
�V�X�U�Y�H�\�H�G���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V��
as “conservative” and only 
34 percent said they were 
“liberal.”
 I used to believe 
college students were more 
liberal because the large 
majority of them don’t work. 
They don’t pay taxes. They 
don’t have families to care 
for. The majority 
of them have 
not yet voted. 
In other words, 
they have not 
been through the 
life experiences 
required to 
wipe away the 
idealistic view that 
everything should 
be equal. But 
upon my research 
I’ve realized it’s 

a more inexcusable reason for 
their ignorance: laziness and 
indifference. The correlation 
between a liberal press and a 
liberal campus is more than 
just a coincidence. College 
students tend to jump on the 
liberal bandwagon because 
they don’t take the time to 
explore different media outlets 
and simply just don’t care 
enough to think independently.
 They’re not being 
informed. They’re being 
manipulated.
 Instead of relying 
on a partisan press to balance 
its news, it’s time for college 
students to take responsibility 
in seeking alternative 
news sources. The 18-25 
demographic needs to choose 
C-SPAN over “The Daily 
Show” every once in a while.
 Bad news in Iraq is 
promoted by most mainstream 
media. It is causing a division 
in the American people 
and is helping the enemy 
win. It’s time to take social 
responsibility back. Honesty 
in reporting is vital to an 
interlocking and free society. A 
partisan press combined with 
an uninterested public will 
�F�D�X�V�H���X�V���W�R���O�R�V�H���D���J�O�R�E�D�O���¿�J�K�W����
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America Abroad
Ryan Pahota

While the left 
wants it to seem 

America is ‘hated’ 
internationally, 

quite the contrary 
has been shown by 
recent elections and 

political leaders’ 
support of President 

Bush.

David Cameron
Conservative Party 

Leader
England

Nicolas Sarkozy
Prime Minister 

France

Angela Merkel
Chancellor 
Germany

Abe Shinzo
Prime Minister 

Japan

     There is belief in the United 
States (usually stemming 
from the left) that the world 
hates America, and America 
is the bully of the world.  
These ideas are strong in the 
Democratic platform of Sen. 
Barack Obama, who wishes 
to go abroad to the Middle 
East to have “talks” (we have 
seen how successful that has 
worked by Democratic leaders) 
with Iran in order to gain some 
respect in the world. These 
calls for “change” thus begs 
the question: Does the world 
hate the U.S.?

     Using voter poll-results on 
the election of their respective 
country’s leaders, a consensus 
shows that more pro-American 
(and center-right) leaders are 
being placed into power. For 
example, in infamous France, 
Nicolas Sarkozy has replaced 
the anti-American Jacques 
Chirac, saying he denounces 
“French arrogance,” and, “It 
is bad manners to embarrass 
one’s allies or sound like 
one is taking delight in their 
troubles.”  “Sarko,” as he is 
apt to be called, is willing to 
compromise with the U.S., a 
direct causation from Sarko 
being the leader of the Union 
for a Popular Movement, a 
right-wing party in France.
     In the land down under, 
John Howard is in his reign as 
the longest Australian prime 
�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���L�Q���R�I�¿�F�H�������+�H�����W�R�R�����L�V��
the member of a center-right 
party, the Liberal Party of 
Australia. Howard is a friend 
to the U.S., as seen by the 
sending of troops into Iraq and 
by punitive measures against 
terrorists. Back in Britian, 
Gordon Brown, though part 

of the Labour Party (a centre-
left) is willing to continue 
to tradition of Tony Blair by 
remembering the “relationship 
between Britain and America,” 
conveying to us that even a 
more left political society is 
willing to compromise and 
befriend the United States.
     The other major island 
�S�O�D�\�H�U�����W�K�L�V���R�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���3�D�F�L�¿�F����
Japan has a center-right 
philosophy of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, electing 
Yasuo Fukuda as Prime 
Minister of Japan, a man seen 
taking pictures with President 
Bush and Robert Gates. 
Meanwhile in a promising 
change of spirit in Germany, 
Angela Merkel replaced 
the anti-American Gerhard 
Schröder (who, like Jacques 
Chirac, openly criticized the 
Iraq War.)  Merkel is part 
of the Christian Democratic 
Union, a rival to the popular 
Social Democratic Party of 
Germany, which has its roots 
in conservatism. Merkel has 
been compared to Margaret 
Thatcher, who was pro-
American and friends with 

then-President Ronald Reagan.  
     Thus, while the media 
love to keep people in fear, 
saying that the world hates 
America, the reality is the 
more left regimes are being 
replaced by pro-American 
right-leaning ones. The reality 
is that, while the media love 
to show the evils of America, 
they fail to show the work of 
missionaries and humanitarians 
that go out in the world and 
intervene — by apostatizing 
or by delivering of services 
like the American Red Cross.  
The reality is that, while the 
media trumpet the mistakes of 
the Iraq War, a Kurdish girl is 
sitting in a classroom learning, 
and Iraqis are casting ballots 
into politics that are fairer than 
when under Sadaam Hussein. 
The reality is that, while the 
media paint the target on the 
United States’ back, the United 
States gathers support from its 
friends all around the globe. 
It shows the world does not 
hate America, but the media 
want you to believe it does to 
promote their own agenda.

International Leaders that Support the Bush Adminis tration
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J. M. M.

A Soldier’s Account 
     Five years ago I was on my 
way to be apart of history. I 
was part of the initial invasion 
of Iraq. I did not know it at 
the time, but my life was 
going to be forever changed. 
My unit, the 2nd Battalion 7th 
Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry 
Division, was at the front of 
the 21-day drive to Baghdad. 
Just to give you a little 
history of this unit, it 
has been in all U.S. 
wars and battles since 
1798. The 7th Infantry 
Regiment has served in 
more campaigns than any 
other Infantry Regiment 
in the U.S. Army. Several 
U.S. presidents, such 
as Andrew Jackson and 
James K. Polk, have 
served as commanders of 
the regiment. It was my 
honor to serve in such 
a prestigious unit and 
add to the growing of its 
history. 
     My journey in Iraq 
with the 7th Infantry 
Regiment began on 
March 18, 2003, when my 
squad moved into Iraq over the 
top of the giant sand berm, or 
wall, that separated Iraq from 
Kuwait. I had been in Kuwait 
since the beginning of January. 
Now, after all the rumors that 
had been in circulation, we 
�Z�H�U�H���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�R���G�R��
the job that we thought that 
most Americans were in favor 
of. I was actually sitting in 
Iraqi soil one day in advance of 
the start of the war waiting for 
the word to move out. Finally, 
the word came to commence 
combat operations and my unit 

moved out. I could see several 
�F�U�X�L�V�H���P�L�V�V�L�O�H�V���À�\�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U�K�H�D�G��
to their objectives and several 
�8���6�����M�H�W�V���À�\�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�D�U�G���W�D�U�J�H�W�V��
farther north as we moved 
deeper into Iraq. 
     It took my unit 21 days to 
reach the Saddam International 
Airport. It would have been 
a few days faster if it had 
not been for the worst dust 
storm in recent history. We 
were stuck in what look like 

another planet with red dust 
in and on everything. I was 
in several battles in our drive 
north but, nothing like what 
waited in Baghdad. My friend, 
Cpl. Saenz, the other team 
leader in my squad, and I even 
painted our faces with our 
�G�H�V�H�U�W���F�D�P�R�X�À�D�J�H���L�Q���W�K�H���K�R�S�H�V��
of motivating our men and 
scaring any enemy we saw.
�����������0�\���¿�U�V�W���G�D�\���L�Q���%�D�J�K�G�D�G��
was greeted with a 4-hour 
battle in which my unit 
suffered one wounded and 
a Bradley Fighting Vehicle 

destroyed. It was during this 
battle that I was shown on TV 
directing my men and other 
soldiers in my unit where to 
shoot our antitank missiles, 
called the Javelin, at several 
Iraqi tanks, one of which shot 
the Bradley that was destroyed. 
While all this was happening, 
�Z�H���Z�H�U�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���H�Q�H�P�\���¿�U�H��
from both our front and our 
rear as we were on top of a 
highway overpass. Meanwhile 

the engineer company that was 
attached to our unit was in a 
�¿�U�H�¿�J�K�W���W�R���R�X�U���U�H�D�U�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W��
�¿�U�H�¿�J�K�W���D���6�H�U�J�H�D�Q�W���)�L�U�V�W���&�O�D�V�V����
named Paul R. Smith, was shot 
and killed defending his men 
from being over run by the 
Iraqi Army. Two years later, 
�3�D�X�O���5�����6�P�L�W�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W��
person to receive the Medal 
of Honor since Sgts. Gordon 
and Shughart during a battle in 
Somalia in 1993. 
     I spent several more months 
in Iraq, mainly Baghdad and 
its many districts, patrolling 

the streets and restoring order. 
I met many people and learned 
many things. These people 
were oppressed by a tyrant 
and now they were happy to 
see that there is such a thing as 
freedom. Under Saddam, many 
Shiites and Kurds were killed 
and the wealth of the country 
belonged to Saddam, which 
he hoarded for his vanity and 
his legacy. Even before his 
own death he still believed he 

was in the right in killing 
innocent people. 
     I was back in the 
United States for all of 
2004 and returned to Iraq 
in January of 2005 due to 
being placed on stop-loss 
status. This time I served 
with the 3rd Battalion 
69th Armor Regiment in 
Samarra Iraq, where the 
golden dome of a mosque 
there was blown up by 
Sunni insurgents to cause 
a civil war between Sunni 
and Shiite. I was part of 
two different Personal 
Security Detachments, 
or PSD teams. One 
was for the battalion 
S-5, who paid normal 

citizens for damage done 
by U.S. forces and also paid 
contractors money for civil 
projects like sewage treatment 
and a drinking water treatment 
facility. In this job I got to be 
more involved with the people 
of Samarra and surrounding 
villages. My second team was 
to be the personal bodyguard 
as well as a gunner for the 
battalion S-3. I went where 
�H�Y�H�U���W�K�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I�¿�F�H�U����
who is third in command of the 
whole battalion, went. When 
he walked into a building, 
guess who walked in their 
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of the US’ Work in Iraq
�¿�U�V�W�"���7�K�D�W�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W�����,���G�L�G����
�����������$�O�V�R�����G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���W�R�X�U���,���Z�D�V��
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�R���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z��
�F�D�O�O�H�G���W�K�H���³�U�R�D�G�V�L�G�H���E�R�P�E�´���R�U��
�,�(�'�����,�P�S�U�R�Y�L�V�H�G���(�[�S�O�R�V�L�Y�H��
�'�H�Y�L�F�H�������:�H���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R�R��
�P�D�Q�\���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�D�V�L�R�Q����
�,���Z�H�Q�W���E�\���D���I�H�Z���W�K�D�W���Q�H�Y�H�U��
�H�[�S�O�R�G�H�G���X�Q�W�L�O���D���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���R�U��
�W�Z�R���O�D�W�H�U�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\��
�D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���K�H�U�H���D�W��
�W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
�R�I���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���W�K�D�W��
�V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
�V�D�P�H���E�D�W�W�D�O�L�R�Q���D�V��
�P�H���L�Q���������������Z�K�R��
�Z�D�V���L�Q�M�X�U�H�G���E�\���D��
�U�R�D�G�V�L�G�H���E�R�P�E�����6�R��
�L�I���\�R�X���H�Y�H�U���V�H�H���K�L�P����
�G�R���W�U�H�D�W���K�L�P���O�L�N�H��
�D���V�W�D�W�X�H�����*�R���D�Q�G��
�R�I�I�H�U���D���N�L�Q�G���W�K�D�Q�N��
�\�R�X���I�R�U���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G���I�R�U���V�X�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J��
�V�R���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���F�R�X�O�G��
�Z�D�O�N���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�L�V��
�F�D�P�S�X�V���D�Q�G���D�W�W�H�Q�G��
�F�O�D�V�V���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U��
�R�Z�Q���I�U�H�H���Z�L�O�O�����,���Z�L�O�O��
�O�H�D�Y�H���K�L�V���Q�D�P�H���R�X�W��
�W�R���V�D�Y�H���K�L�P���D�Q�\��
�H�P�E�D�U�U�D�V�V�P�H�Q�W����
�7�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���L�Q��
�,�U�D�T���L�V���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�Z�H���K�H�O�S���D�U�H���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\��
�W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���K�X�U�W���X�V�����7�K�H�\���K�L�G�H��
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�P�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���W�R�R���D�I�U�D�L�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V���W�R���W�H�O�O���X�V���Z�K�R���W�K�H��
�E�D�G���J�X�\�V���D�U�H����
�����������,���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G��
�6�W�D�W�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���'�H�F�������������M�X�V�W���L�Q��
�W�L�P�H���W�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G���P�\���J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U�¶�V��
�I�X�Q�H�U�D�O�����+�H���E�H�F�D�P�H���L�O�O���D�Q�G��
�,���Q�H�Y�H�U���K�D�G���D���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���V�H�H��
�K�L�P���D�J�D�L�Q�����,�W���Z�D�V���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�V��
�W�K�D�W���,���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���P�\���W�L�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
�$�U�P�\���D�I�W�H�U���V�H�Y�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���V�L�[��
�P�R�Q�W�K�V���Z�D�V���R�Y�H�U�����,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�D�N�L�Q�J���F�O�D�V�V�H�V��
�W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���D�G�M�X�V�W���W�R���F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q���O�L�I�H����
�E�X�W���P�D�Q�\���W�L�P�H�V���,���¿�Q�G���L�W���Y�H�U�\��
�G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���Q�R�W���D��

�G�D�\���W�K�D�W���,���Z�D�N�H���X�S���D�Q�G���U�H�J�U�H�W��
�O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�U�P�\�����7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R�W��
�D���G�D�\���W�K�D�W���J�R�H�V���E�\���Z�K�H�Q���,���G�R��
�Q�R�W���V�W�L�O�O���Z�L�V�K���W�R���E�H���D���V�R�O�G�L�H�U����
�,���J�X�H�V�V���,���O�L�Y�H���X�S���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V��
�R�I���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G���R�I���P�L�Q�H���Z�K�H�Q���K�H��
�V�D�L�G�����³�<�R�X���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���V�R�O�G�L�H�U��
�R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���$�U�P�\�����E�X�W���\�R�X���F�D�Q��
�Q�H�Y�H�U���W�D�N�H���W�K�H���$�U�P�\���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�V�R�O�G�L�H�U���´��

�����������,���V�W�L�O�O���Z�L�V�K���W�R���E�H���L�Q���,�U�D�T�����,��
�G�R���Q�R�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���Z�K�\���,���I�H�H�O��
�W�K�L�V���Z�D�\�����0�D�\�E�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���O�H�I�W��
�E�L�W�V���D�Q�G���S�L�H�F�H�V���R�I���P�\�V�H�O�I���W�K�H�U�H��
�W�K�D�W���,���M�X�V�W���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���J�H�W���E�D�F�N����
�0�D�\�E�H���,���O�H�I�W���E�L�W�V���R�I���P�\�V�H�O�I��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���S�H�H�U�V��
�W�K�D�W���G�L�H�G���D�Q�G���F�D�P�H���K�R�P�H���L�Q��
�E�R�[�H�V�����6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���,���I�H�H�O���W�K�L�V��
�Z�D�U���M�X�V�W���P�D�G�H���P�R�U�H���V�H�Q�V�H���W�K�D�Q��
�V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���D�L�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J����
�G�U�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���V�R�G�D�����Z�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���À�D�W��
�V�F�U�H�H�Q���7�9�V�����D�Q�G���O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R��
�D�O�O���W�K�H���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�K�D�W��
�O�L�Y�H���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���V�D�\�L�Q�J���K�R�Z��
�P�X�F�K���W�K�H�\���K�D�W�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����W�K�H��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\����
�D�Q�G���D�U�H���R�Q�O�\���Q�R�Z���S�U�R�X�G�����W�K�D�Q�N��

�\�R�X���0�L�F�K�H�O�H���2�E�D�P�D�������E�X�W���D�U�H��
�Q�R�W���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���¿�J�K�W���I�R�U���I�U�H�H�G�R�P��
�D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���J�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�R��
�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H��
�F�R�Z�D�U�G�V�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�W�K�D�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W���I�U�H�H�G�R�P��
�V�K�R�X�O�G���M�X�V�W���E�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H�P��
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���L�W�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\��
�D�O�V�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���U�D�G�L�F�D�O��
�I�R�U�P�V���R�I���U�D�F�L�V�P�����U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��

�S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�G�H�U��
�L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���D�U�H��
�W�R�W�D�O�O�\���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����2�U��
�M�X�V�W���P�D�\�E�H���,���K�D�Y�H���D���K�D�U�G���W�L�P�H��
�O�H�W�W�L�Q�J���J�R���R�I���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�L�P�H��
�W�K�D�W���G�H�¿�Q�H�G���P�\���O�L�I�H���²���D���W�L�P�H��
�W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U����
�0�D�\�E�H���,���G�R���Q�R�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���I�R�U�J�H�W��
�D�E�R�X�W���D�O�O���W�K�H���K�H�U�R�H�V���W�K�D�W���,��
�V�H�U�Y�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�R�Z�K�R���G�L�H�G���R�U��
�Z�H�Q�W���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H���Z�D�\�V���D�I�W�H�U��
�R�X�U���W�L�P�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��
�����������,���Z�D�V���G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���3�7�6�'��
�D�I�W�H�U���P�\���¿�U�V�W���W�R�X�U���E�X�W���F�R�X�O�G��
�Q�R�W���X�V�H���L�W���D�V���D�Q���H�[�F�X�V�H���W�R���J�H�W��
�R�X�W���R�I���P�\���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�\��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�W�����E�X�W���P�R�V�W�O�\��
�W�R���P�\���P�H�Q�����,���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���W�U�D�L�Q��
�W�K�H�P�����W�K�H�Q���O�H�W���W�K�H�P���J�R���W�R���E�D�W�W�O�H��

�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���P�H�����7�R���P�R�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�W�K�L�V���P�L�J�K�W���V�R�X�Q�G���F�R�U�Q�\�����E�X�W���,��
�I�H�H�O���L�W���Z�D�V���P�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���X�S���W�R���W�K�H��
�W�Z�R���Z�R�U�G�V���W�K�D�W���,���O�L�Y�H���E�\�����+�R�Q�R�U��
�D�Q�G���&�R�X�U�D�J�H�����:�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�R�V�H��
�W�Z�R���Z�R�U�G�V�����,���G�R���Q�R�W���I�H�H�O���O�L�N�H���,��
�F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���L�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�O�O��
�W�K�H���L�P�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���V�W�L�O�O��
�O�L�I�W���P�\���K�H�D�G���W�R���I�D�F�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�G�D�\�����7�K�R�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V���Z�L�O�O���D�O�Z�D�\�V��

�E�H���H�W�F�K�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H��
�I�D�E�U�L�F���R�I���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���W�K�D�W���,��
�O�L�Y�H�����<�R�X���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H��
�K�R�Q�R�U���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�R�X�U�D�J�H��
�D�Q�G���\�R�X���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H��
�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���K�R�Q�R�U����
�����������0�\���W�L�P�H���L�Q���,�U�D�T��
�L�V���G�R�Q�H�����E�X�W���,���Z�L�O�O���E�H��
�I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���I�U�R�P��
�P�\���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V�����,���Z�L�O�O��
�Q�H�Y�H�U���I�R�U�J�H�W���P�\���W�L�P�H��
�W�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�H�Q���,��
�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���E�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K����
�,���Z�H�D�U���I�R�X�U���E�U�D�F�H�O�H�W�V��
�Z�L�W�K���I�R�X�U���Q�D�P�H�V���R�I��
�I�D�O�O�H�Q���F�R�P�U�D�G�H�V���D�V��
�D���W�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W���W�R���P�\��
�Z�R�U�G���W�R���Q�H�Y�H�U���I�R�U�J�H�W��
�W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���K�R�Q�R�U���W�K�H�L�U��
�V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�H�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D���K�D�V��
�W�K�H���X�S�S�H�U���K�D�Q�G���U�L�J�K�W��
�Q�R�Z�����E�X�W���W�K�H���W�U�R�R�S�V��
�Q�H�H�G���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I��
�W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\����

�7�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���&�R�G�H���3�L�Q�N���D�Q�G��
�W�Z�R���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���F�R�O�X�P�Q�L�V�W�V���W�K�D�W��
�Z�U�L�W�H���I�R�U���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���F�D�P�S�X�V��
�Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�����:�H���D�U�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V��
�M�X�V�W���O�L�N�H���\�R�X�����D�Q�G���L�I���\�R�X���G�R��
�Q�R�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���X�V�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���O�H�D�Y�H��
�D�Q�G���J�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X�U���,�V�O�D�P�L�F��
�I�D�V�F�L�V�W���E�X�G�G�L�H�V���R�Y�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����:�H���Z�L�O�O���V�H�H���K�R�Z���O�R�Q�J��
�\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���O�D�V�W�����:�H���F�D�Q���Z�L�Q���W�K�H��
�Z�D�U���R�Q���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�����E�X�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D��
�D�V���D���Z�K�R�O�H���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���V�W�D�Q�G��
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���R�U���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���R�Q�O�\���X�Q�L�W�H��
�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�W�V���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���G�L�V�X�Q�L�W�\����
�0�R�V�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�Y�H�U��
�J�R���W�R���,�U�D�T�����E�X�W���E�H���U�H�V�W���D�V�V�X�U�H�G��
�W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���I�R�U�P�H�U���J�U�X�Q�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�W�K�H�U�H���W�Z�L�F�H���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���J�R���E�D�F�N��
�D�V���I�D�V�W���D�V���O�L�J�K�W�H�Q�L�Q�J����
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An Ostrich Farmer’s Nightmare
Patrick Flanagan

Why an increase in 
sales tax is an in-
crease in prosperity 
for Floridians.
     Surely you’ve noticed that 
when you go to the grocery 
store, your bread is tax-free, 
but your beer is not.  That’s 
because in Florida, essentials 
like food, medicine, and rent, 
among other things, are ex-
empt from the sales tax.   
     But would you have 
guessed that ostrich feed is 
sales tax-exempt?  If you tax 
livestock feed, the argument 
goes, you tax ostriches twice: 
once during their growth, 
and once again when they 
�D�U�H���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���V�R�O�G�������7�K�L�V�����D�V��
any member of the Florida 
Farm Bureau will tell you, is 
unfair to farmers and bad for 
the economy.  But seriously, 
ostrich feed?  Super Bowl sky 
box tickets are also tax-ex-
empt.  Figure that one out. 
     If you think our sales tax 
laws are crazy, then you should 
take a look at the property 
tax laws. In Florida, we have 
no state personal income tax; 
we’re one of seven such states 
in America that has no such 
tax.  Instead, the majority of 
our state government’s tax 
revenue comes from other 
taxes, including sales tax and 
property tax.  If you’ve been 
paying any attention to the 
politics lately, you know that 
Floridians are not happy about 
the status of their property 
taxes.  New houses come with 
ludicrously high taxes, and 
old houses lose their grand-
father exemptions as soon as 
the property deeds change 
hands.  Coupled with the 
subprime loan crisis and the 

soft real estate market, buying 
property is risky business. 
     To help relieve some of 
the pressure, the Taxation and 
Budget Reform Commission 
has been hard at work, debat-
ing a solution.  The TBRC is a 
commission consisting mostly 
of businessmen and former 
politicians that meets once ev-
ery 20 years to review Flori-
da’s tax laws, and unlike most 
commissions, it has the power 
to put proposed constitutional 
amendments right on the voter 
ballot.  The TBRC recently 
proposed an amendment which 
will dramatically alter Florida’s 
property tax.  Currently, about 
25% of the average property 
tax goes to schools, and this 
amendment proposes dropping 
that 25% from the property 
tax and funding schools from 
another source, like increas-
ing the sales tax by a penny 
and broadening the tax 
base by removing some 
sales tax exemptions. 
     The big-
gest ar-
gument 
against 
in-
creas-
ing the 
sales 
tax is 
that 
usually 
taxes on 
consump-
tion are re-
gressive.  That 
is, consump-
tion taxes tend 
to punish lower-
income families 
because they 
spend a higher 
percentage 
of their earn-
ings on con-

sumption, whereas wealthier 
families can afford to invest 
in property, stocks, and sav-
ings.  That’s where Florida’s 
tax-exemptions come in; those 
exemptions keep the sales tax 
progressive while still letting 
Disney World tourists pay for 
our infrastructure.  The cur-
rent TBRC proposal suggests 
removing some of these ex-
emptions as a possible means 
of replacing the property tax 
revenue.  It’s important to 
realize that the proposal isn’t a 
reduction in taxes, but really a 
tax swap, from property tax to 
consumption tax. 
     But it’s not just a swap, 
because the economy is not a 
zero-sum game.  Consumption 
taxes are great.  They pro-
vide incentives to save, not to 
spend.  They require minimal 
bureaucracy to maintain, and 
are simple to adjust.  They 
make taxes transparent like 

no other tax; every time you 
spend a dollar, you 

know exactly 
how much 
is going 
to the 
govern-
ment.  And 
consump-
tion taxes 
can easily 
be made 
progres-

sive.  Florida 
has sales tax 

exemptions; the 
proposed federal 

FairTax has pre-
emptive tax rebates 

for low-income 
families. 
     The property tax, 
on the other hand, 
is often convoluted 
beyond comprehen-
sion, and sometimes 

sneaky.  You may not want to 
pay an extra penny on every-
thing you buy, and you may 
say, “But I enjoy getting my 
ostrich feed tax-free!”  But 
what you might not realize is 
that property taxes indirectly 
raise retail prices.  Just like the 
�L�Q�Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���³�L�Q�À�D�W�L�R�Q���W�D�[�´���D�Q�G��
corporate income taxes, all 
costs for producing and selling 
a product get transferred to the 
consumer.  Be it the price of 
raw materials or a government 
levied tax, the cost is always 
passed on to the consumer.  It’s 
unconstitutional in Florida to 
tax rent; rent has been deemed 
a “necessity”. But property 
taxes force landlords to raise 
their rent, and the end result 
is... a tax on rent! So really, 
you’re already paying that 
extra penny sales tax, maybe 
even more. You just don’t see 
it directly, because the mer-
chant raised his prices to pay 
his obscene property taxes. If 
the same amount of revenue 
is raised with a consumption 
tax instead of a property tax, 
�H�Y�H�U�\�E�R�G�\���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
consumption tax is simply a 
�F�O�H�D�U�H�U�����P�R�U�H���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���P�H�W�K�R�G��
of taxation. 
 
     So when you see the 
amendment to swap the prop-
erty tax on the ballot in No-
vember, think about the gloat-
ing ostrich farmers, subsidized 
by your tax dollars.  Think 
about the invisible tax your 
government is levying on you, 
without your notice.  And then 
vote yes to the simple, trans-
parent consumption tax.  It’s 
not a complete overhaul, but 
it’s certainly a step on the road 
to prosperity.
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Oceans Don’t Lie
Thomas Sowell

A recent study on 
average ocean tem-
peratures has shown 
no evidence of 
warming, and ocean 
heating is thought 
to be 80-90% of 
the global warming 
theory.
     Let’s begin with a simple 
fact.  The World Meteorologi-
cal Organization, on April 4th, 
just last week, announced that 
global temperatures will be 
lower in 2008 then in 2007.  
You read that right, lower. So 
where does all of Al Gore’s 
talk about climate change and 
�³�J�O�R�E�D�O���Z�D�U�P�L�Q�J�´���D�O�D�U�P�L�V�P���¿�W��
in? It doesn’t.  There are two 
main contentions that have 
been absent throughout the 

discourse on global warming.  
�7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���L�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\��
occurring, but the second, and 
a more poignant one, is that 
global warming would be di-
�V�D�V�W�U�R�X�V�������,�Q���I�D�F�W�����P�D�Q�\���H�[�S�H�U�W�V��
believe that global warming 
�F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���E�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�����E�X�W��
�Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\����
�����������$�������������Z�R�U�O�G�Q�H�W�G�D�L�O�\��
com article provides a fasci-
�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�����\�H�W���R�I�W�H�Q�����S�X�U�S�R�V�H�O�\����
overlooked point-during the 
�S�D�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����L�Q���L�W�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R��
fabricate a catastrophe to con-
trol Americans, the left-wing 
media has predicting climate 
catastrophe four times.  Out of 
�W�K�R�V�H���I�R�X�U�����W�K�H�\���K�R�O�G���D���À�D�W-
�W�H�U�L�Q�J���]�H�U�R���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���D�F�F�X�U�D�F�\��
�U�D�W�H�������,�Q�������������W�K�H�\���S�D�Q�L�F�N�H�G��
about in incoming ice age, in 
1920 a warming of less than 
�D���K�D�O�I���D���G�H�J�U�H�H���O�H�G���W�R���Z�R�U�U�\��
about the current “problem”.  
Then as if that wasn’t enough, 

�L�Q�������������W�K�H���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���L�Q�D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H��
New York Times made another 
of its usual mistake, declar-
�L�Q�J���³�$���0�D�M�R�U���&�R�R�O�L�Q�J���:�L�G�H�O�\��
Considered to be Inevitable”. 
�,�Q���D���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���X�V�X�D�O��
�L�Q�D�G�H�T�X�D�F�\�����W�K�H�\���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�D�W��
�X�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�U�W�\���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O��
warming alarmism. 
    So while there isn’t a solid 
base for supporting the ever 
�Z�U�R�Q�J���K�\�S�R�W�K�H�V�L�V���R�I���J�O�R�E�D�O��
�F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����L�W���L�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\��
�F�R�Q�F�H�G�H�G�����E�\���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���R�Q���W�K�H��
right that it is a bad thing.  This 
couldn’t be further from the 
truth, as much as Al Gore and 
his eco-destructive mansion 
depend on it being true.  The 
Spectator, in a 2003 article, 
points out that global warming 
�P�D�\���E�H���M�X�V�W���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R��
prevent an incoming ice age.  
�*�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�O�\�����L�F�H���D�J�H�V���F�R�P�H��
�D�E�R�X�W���H�Y�H�U�\�����������������\�H�D�U�V�����D�Q�G��
�L�U�R�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���O�D�V�W���R�Q�H���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G��

�D�O�P�R�V�W���H�[�D�F�W�O�\�����������������\�H�D�U�V��
ago. In fact, Professor Fred 
�+�R�\�O�H���R�I���&�D�U�G�L�I�I���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
contends that global warming 
�L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\���R�I��
another ice age-and potential 
�H�[�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�������3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���+�R�\�O�H��
argues that we should in fact 
increase our emissions, be-
cause of this positive effect. 
    Even if the left refuses to 
reach across the table and tone 
down their rhetoric, there can 
be a solution to this dilemma. 
Let Al Gore keep running his 
mansion on full power, and 
John Edwards spend 400 dol-
lars on that ridiculous mass of 
�K�D�L�U���K�H���K�D�V�������,�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G�����L�W���P�D�\��
be the liberals who continue to 
�S�R�Z�H�U���R�X�U���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���D�Q�G���N�H�H�S��
emissions pumping to save us 
from the “inevitable ice age” 
�W�K�H�L�U���R�Q�O�\���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���V�R�X�U�F�H��
�S�U�R�F�O�D�L�P�H�G���M�X�V�W���D���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V��
ago.

�����������$�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���K�D�V���D�W�W�H�P�S�W�H�G��
to register for classes sees the 
problem: there are none. Gen-
eral education courses are be-
ing cut, upper level class sizes 
are increasing, and the dreaded 
Teaching Assistants are taking 
an ever growing role in the 
classes that are still around. 
�,���F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I��
�)�O�R�U�L�G�D���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
a world-class education, and 
�W�K�D�W���U�H�D�O�L�W�\���L�V���I�D�G�L�Q�J���T�X�L�F�N�O�\��
�����������7�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���V�D�\�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V��
�R�X�W���R�I���P�R�Q�H�\�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���K�L�U�L�Q�J��
�I�U�H�H�]�H�V���Q�H�D�U�O�\���F�D�P�S�X�V���Z�L�G�H����
some professors haven’t been 
�J�L�Y�H�Q���D���U�D�L�V�H���L�Q���\�H�D�U�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H��
�L�V���D���S�X�V�K���W�R���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�H���J�U�D�G�X�D-

�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�L�V�����W�R���Y�D�V�W�O�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�W�H��
the obvious, is a problem. 
�����������8�)���L�V���I�D�F�L�Q�J���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�U�R�E-
lems for several reasons. One 
�W�K�D�W���L�V���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���F�L�W�H�G���L�V���W�K�D�W��
the state of Florida, in Novem-
�E�H�U���������������W�R�O�G���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
to cut $22.1 million in recur-
ring funds. Another factor is 
an apparent mismanagement 
�R�I���I�X�Q�G�V���E�\���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
individual colleges. In Febru-
�D�U�\���������������D���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���R�I���/�L�E�H�U�D�O��
Arts and Sciences Financial 
Report stated that “As this 
�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U����
we believe that CLAS has 
been under-funded relative 
�W�R���R�W�K�H�U���F�R�O�O�H�J�H�V���D�W���8�)���I�R�U��
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���\�H�D�U�V���Q�R�Z���´���7�K�H���U�H�S�R�U�W��
�L�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
�R�I���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�����Z�Z�Z���X�À��
edu. The College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences is facing the 

�E�U�X�Q�W���R�I���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�����1�R�W���R�Q�O�\���L�V���L�W��
losing $3 million in recurring 
funds, but it also has a multi-
million dollar debt. 
     While all this is happen-
�L�Q�J�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���¿�J�K�W���L�Q��
Tallahassee. The Board of 
Governors, the committee 
that oversees Florida’s eleven 
�S�X�E�O�L�F���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V�����L�V���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J��
the legislature over the power 
�W�R���V�H�W���W�X�L�W�L�R�Q�����7�R���W�K�H���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\��
student, we have reached a 
point where it doesn’t matter 
who sets the tuition, as long as 
�V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���¿�[�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P����
     I’m not sure where our 
�E�H�O�R�Y�H�G���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���Z�H�Q�W���D�V�W�U�D�\����
�E�X�W���L�W���K�D�V�����,�I���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q�\���V�H�Q�V�H��
�R�I���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���R�U���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�O�\��
pursuit left in the school, I’d 
like the administration to show 
�W�K�H���Z�D�\�����:�K�L�O�H���,���D�P���T�X�L�F�N���W�R��
�E�O�D�P�H���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����D���O�R�W���R�I��
the fault rests at the state level. 

The Board of Governors and 
legislature must stop bickering 
about who can raise tuition and 
raise it! This is not a popular 
stance to take, but it must be 
done. Yes, it might prevent a 
few students from being able 
�W�R���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�R���J�H�W���D���8�)���H�G�X�F�D-
tion, but if we continue at our 
current pace, the entire school 
will be deprived of an adequate 
education. 
     We can not continue to 
�V�D�F�U�L�¿�F�H���W�K�H���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�Q�G��
�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�O�\���S�X�U�V�X�L�W�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���W�K�H��
�W�U�D�G�H�P�D�U�N�V���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q-
al institute in favor of a drive-
thru-esque generic education.  
�7�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���P�X�V�W��
�E�H���W�K�H���À�D�J�V�K�L�S���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���L�Q���D��
�V�W�D�W�H���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����1�H�[�W��
time President Machen goes to 
Tallahassee, he should not take 
‘no’ for answer.

Florida’s higher 
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
�¿�D�V�F�R��

Nicolas Fitzpatrick

Critical Funding Cuts Hurt Colleges, Majors
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Hillary? Help Us.
�%�U�\�D�Q���*�U�L�I�¿�Q

A look at the true 
character of Hillary 
Clinton.
    How much do you need to 
know about a person to judge 
their character? What if I told 
you a person was indicted for 
underhanded deals involving a 
�F�U�R�R�N�H�G���O�D�Z���¿�U�P���L�Q���$�U�N�D�Q�V�D�V�"��
What if I told you a person was 
involved in the unexplained 
suicide of a close friend and 
coworker? What if I told you a 
person makes up stories to get 
what they want, and unrightly, 
to gain sympathy? What if I 
told you a person was so rude, 
so unbecoming, so abhordily 
distasteful, that their closest 
friends came out with book af-
ter book, published works and 
journals, about that person’s 
evils? What if I told you this 
person wanted to be president 
of the United States – represent 
you and me on the internation-
al stage and in the eyes of the 
world? Of course, this is Mrs. 
Clinton.
     Politics. If you want to 
look at Hillary from a political 
perspective, it is obvious why 
she would lead the Democratic 
Party right into the ground. 
In her political career, she 
�K�D�V���À�L�S�S�H�G���D�Q�G���À�R�S�S�H�G���P�R�U�H��
than John Kerry, called for 
change without result more 
than Barack Obama and has 
more lobbyists working for 
her and raising money for her 
than any other presidential 
candidate in the 2008 race. She 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���³�'�U�H�D�P���$�F�W�´���W�R��
grant illegal immigrants school 
subsidies, tuition and immunity 
from prosecution. She is in 
favor of the “Strategic Energy 
�3�O�D�Q�´�����D�����������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q-
ment initiative to have big-

bureaucracy try and force the 
U.S. prematurely into a green 
energy state. She supports the 
�³�(�P�S�O�R�\�H�H���)�U�H�H���&�K�R�L�F�H���$�F�W���´��
which would allow the leaders 
of workers’ union parties to 
get personal information about 
people who didn’t wish to join 
unions in their jobs so they 
can be bullied into changing 
their minds. She’s in favor of 
the “Comprehensive Immi-
�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���5�H�I�R�U�P���$�F�W���´���Z�K�L�F�K��
gives charged criminals an 
easier path to citizenship and 
�I�U�H�H�G�R�P���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���W�K�D�Q���O�H�J�D�O��
immigrants. She tried her “Hil-
�O�D�U�\���&�D�U�H�´���S�O�D�Q���L�Q���D���W�U�L�D�O���U�X�Q��
in a city in Oregon, it failed, 
and then she pitched it to the 
country as her way of saving 
�X�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���³�0�H�G�L�F�D�U�H���F�U�L�V�L�V���´��
     Speech. What a person says 
tells a lot about that person. 
Hillary says she “dodged 
�V�Q�L�S�H�U���¿�U�H�´���L�Q���%�R�V�Q�L�D���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U��
daughter Chelsea, and then lat-
er had to retract the statement 
as false, saying she says so 
many things in a day, she can 
�R�I�W�H�Q���³�V�O�L�S���X�S���´���+�L�O�O�D�U�\���R�Q�F�H��
told a story in a scare-tactic 
attempt to get people in favor 
of her health care plan, where a 
woman in Ohio recently died, 
along with her unborn baby, 
because they were unable to 
�S�D�\���D�������������K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���I�H�H�����7�K�H��
O’Bleness Memorial Hospital 
�L�Q���$�W�K�H�Q�V���O�D�W�H�U���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H��
story, saying that it did admit 
the woman, who was fully 
insured and treated, and died 
during a stillborn birth. 
     Past. Hillary lost her 
investment in the Whitewater 
Development Corporation, 
�K�H�U���I�R�U�P�H�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���$�U�N�D�Q-
sas, where Bill was governor. 
�7�K�H�\���K�D�G���W�Z�R���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
company, Jim and Susan Mc-
Dougal, who operated Madison 

Guaranty, a savings and loan 
institution that used the legal 
services of her Rose Law Firm. 
�7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�G�L�F�W�H�G���I�R�U���L�P�S�U�R�S-
erly subsidizing Whitewater 
losses. Madison Guaranty later 
went bankrupt, and Hillary 
was investigated for a possible 
�F�R�Q�À�L�F�W���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���U�H�S�U�H-
senting Madison Guaranty 
before state regulators that Bill 
had appointed. Independent 
counsels Robert Fiske and 
Kenneth Starr subpoenaed 
Clinton’s legal billing records, 
but she claimed to be unable 
�W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�F�R�U�G�V�����7�K�H��
records were later found in 
Hillary’s White House book 
room after a two-year search 
and delivered to investigators 
�L�Q���������������9�L�Q�F�H�Q�W���)�R�V�W�H�U���Z�D�V���D��
close friend of the Clintons and 
worked with them at the Rose 
�/�D�Z���¿�U�P���L�Q���$�U�N�D�Q�V�D�V�����+�H���Z�D�V��
appointed to the position of 
White House Deputy Coun-
�V�H�O���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
the Clintons until he became 
involved in their famous travel 
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�\���L�Q���������������+�H�����K�D�Y-
ing insider knowledge of the 
controversy and possibly what 
really happened, committed 
�³�V�X�L�F�L�G�H�´���R�Q���-�X�O�\�����������������������L�Q��
�D���S�D�U�N���L�Q���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D�����+�L�V���G�H�D�W�K��
was at the age of 48 and came 
under three investigations, one 
by the FBI. 
     Person. How a person 
conducts themselves around 
others can tell a lot about their 
character and morals. In the 
�E�R�R�N���³�8�Q�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���$�F�F�H�V�V���´��
�E�\���*�D�U�\���$�O�G�U�L�F�K�����D���������\�H�D�U��
veteran of the FBI and one 
who worked closely with the 
Clinton administration, Mr. 
�$�O�G�U�L�F�K�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���F�U�X�F�L�D�O��
insight into Mrs. Clinton as 
a person. His most shocking 
encounter relates Hillary as 

she leaves church one Sunday 
afternoon, climbing into her 
Limo to be driven back to the 
White House. She was in such 
a bad mood that she picked up 
a Bible, chucked it at the back 
of her driver’s head and said, 
�³�*�H�W���W�K�H�����H�[�S�O�H�W�L�Y�H�����K�R�P�H���´��
When three health insurance 
company executives visited the 
�2�Y�D�O���R�I�¿�F�H���R�Q�H���G�D�\���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H��
�¿�U�V�W���O�D�G�\���J�L�Y�H���K�H�U���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V���R�Q��
their plan to curb the health-
care crisis, she entered the 
room saying, “Gentleman, I 
have looked at your proposal 
and it’s pure (expletive)! Now, 
you’ve had your meeting! Get 
�R�X�W�������$�O�G�U�L�F�K�����������´���+�H���U�H�O�D�\�V��
that the White House staff was 
told, when she walks down 
the corridors, “…you’re not 
supposed to look at her. You’re 
actually supposed to go into 
�D�Q���R�I�¿�F�H���L�I���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���R�Q�H���Q�H�D�U�E�\����
she doesn’t want staff ‘see-
�L�Q�J�¶���K�H�U�����$�O�G�U�L�F�K�������������´���:�K�H�Q��
asked to attend the annual 
Christmas ornament decorating 
ceremony at the White House 
�R�Q�H���\�H�D�U�����0�U�����$�O�G�U�L�F�K���U�H�F�R�X�Q�W�V��
the following while rummag-
ing through a box of Hillary’s 
ornaments:
     “What’s so funny? What are 
�\�R�X���O�D�X�J�K�L�Q�J���D�W�"�´���,���D�V�N�H�G����
     “Don’t you know what 
you’re holding?’ 
     No, I didn’t, but he (a White 
�+�R�X�V�H���À�R�U�L�V�W�����Z�D�V���K�D�S�S�\���W�R��
explain it to me: the golden 
rings I was holding were sex 
�W�R�\�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���³�F�R�F�N���U�L�Q�J�V���´
�����������7�K�H���+�L�O�O�D�U�\���R�Q���7�9�����E�U�L�J�K�W����
cheerful and hugging babies, is 
�D���J�U�H�D�W���F�R�Y�H�U�����9�R�W�H�U�V���E�H�Z�D�U�H��

�$�O�G�U�L�F�K�����*�D�U�\�����8�Q�O�L�P�L�W�H�G���$�F-
cess. (Washington, D.C.: Regn-
�H�U�\���3�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J����������������
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